
ea Partnership 
with Families: 
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Screening Check



The more graphemes children learn to 
read and write, the more words they will 
be able to read and spell, and, as they 
decode unfamiliar words, they 
encounter new vocabulary.

The reading framework

Teaching the foundations of literacy 

DfE, July 2023



Today I want to help you understand more

about the Phonics Screening Check – a word

reading test that all Year 1s undertake in June.

This year’s test will take place in the week

commencing Monday 8th June 2026.

Accurate word-reading at six is a good

predictor of future reading success.



What is the Phonics Screening Check?

• A word-reading test at the end of Year 1

• Children read 40 words

• The test is not timed and children will read

to an adult that they know (usually their

class teacher)

• The pass mark is currently 32 words. If

children do not meet this standard, they will

continue to receive extra support and will

retake the test in Year 2.



The complex code



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’



Nonsense words



Virtual Classroom films



How do I use the Virtual Classroom?

1. Set aside 10 minutes to watch a film with your 
child each day.

2. Find a quiet space for your child to watch the 
film on a laptop or tablet.

3. Praise your child as they join in with the lesson 
– make it fun!

The more they practise using these films, the 
quicker they’ll learn to read.



Practice at home



What can I do?

1. Help your child to use ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred 
Talk’ to read words.

2. Practise reading sounds speedily.       

3. Watch the Virtual Classroom films together.     

4. Listen to your child read their Storybook   
every day.



ruthmiskin.com



Parents carers and families 
webpage



Any questions?



Teach a child to read and keep that child 
reading and we will change everything.

And I mean everything.

Jeanette Winterson
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